
TECHNICAL
INFORMATION
RAPID SET MORTAR
Rapid Setting Mortar Product Data Sheet

A Portland cement based rapid set mortar containing calcium 
aluminate to give rapid hardening and setting properties: 

•	� For non-structural repair and maintenance where rapid 
hardening is required, setting manholes, small patch render 
repairs, repointing.

Blue Circle Rapid Set Mortar is a rapid-setting and hardening 
Portland cement based mix. At present there is no appropriate 
British Standard for this product.

Blue Circle Rapid Set Mortar is manufactured under a certified  
ISO 9001 Quality Management System.
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APPLICATIONS
Blue Circle Rapid Set Mortar is for repair and maintenance 
in building work where rapid setting and rapid hardening 
properties are beneficial.

Typical uses are as follows:

•	� Setting manholes

•	� Repairing rendering and floor screeds

•	� Work under water table

•	� Fitting drainage

•	� Roof repairs.

Due to the rapid setting properties of Blue Circle Rapid Set 
Mortar, it is recommended that it is placed as soon after 
mixing as possible, and that mixing time is no longer than that 
required for thorough mixing.

Normal open time for the ready mix is around 20-30 minutes, 
depending on weather conditions.

PROPERTIES
•	� Portland cement based

•	 Light grey in colour when fully dry

•	�� Contains calcium aluminate to give rapid setting and rapid 
hardening properties

•	� Sets soon after placing and gains strength rapidly to allow 
normal services to be brought back into operation in a 
working day

AVAILABILITY
Blue Circle Rapid Set Mortar is available in 5kg tubs 
throughout the United Kingdom.

STORAGE
This product should be stored unopened in cool conditions 
and should be stacked in a safe and stable manner. May be 
stored outdoors. Information on the maximum storage period 
can be found on the tub.

The information in this data sheet is accurate at the time of printing, but Tarmac reserves  
the right to amend details as part of its product development programme. 
The information given in this technical data sheet is based on our current knowledge and 
is intended to provide general notes on our products and their uses. Tarmac endeavour to 
ensure that the information given is accurate, but accept no liability for its use or its suitability 
for particular application because of the product being used by the third party without our 
supervision. Any existing intellectual property right must be observed.

For further information 
Technical helpdesk 
Tel: 0845 812 6232 
E-mail info-cement@tarmac.com 
Customer services & sales 
Tel: 0845 812 6300 
E-mail customerservice@tarmac.com
‘Tarmac’ and the ‘circle logo’ are registered trademarks. ©2015 Tarmac Trading Limited
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Open Time (minutes) 15 to 30

BS EN 1015 Mortar 
compressive strength

– 6 hour  (N/mm2) 4 to 6

– 1 day (N/mm2) 10 to 15

– 28 day (N/mm2) 30 to 40

CONDITIONS OF USE
•	� No attempt should be made to alter the set time of Blue 

Circle Rapid Set Mortar by use of admixtures or inclusion 
of Portland cement

•	� To achieve optimum performance from Blue Circle Rapid 
Set Mortar or other products, it is essential that it is 
correctly specified and used

•	� As with other cements in building work, there is no 
substitute for good practice and workmanship. It is 
essential to use the correct materials, proportion and mix 
the materials properly, add the correct amount of water, 
compact, cure and protect as appropriate

•	� Do not use when air temperature is below 5C or greater 
than 30C

•	� The final finish quality of this material will depend upon 
the operative having the required skills and a familiarity 
with the material and its application methods

•	� Tarmac Cement cannot be held responsible where 
workmanship has not been carried out in accordance with 
good practice

•	� Manual handling should comply with The Manual 
Handling Operations Regulations 1992.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT
Further information and advice on this product and the full 
range of Tarmac Cement products can be obtained through 
the contacts listed below.

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Contact between cement powder and body fluids (eg, sweat 
and eye fluids) may cause irritation, dermatitis or burns. For 
further information, including control of soluble hexavalent 
chromium, refer to the appropriate Tarmac Cement Health 
and Safety Information Sheets.

TABLE OF TYPICAL PROPERTIES
(For guidance only, not to be used for specification or 
compliance purpose)


